


Micromega C0.10 C0 player Ineview]

Gallic flair
Reinvented for the noughiles, Micromega is bock once more,.,

PRoDUGT l\,4icomeoa CD l0

TYPE CD play€r

PntcE f799

he real surprise here is the factthatthe
CD'10 exists at all. Micromega has had
a flne reputation, in particularfor its

range ofCD players. Since its first outing in
the late 1980s, the nnge has included what
is claimed to be the filst top'loading CD
player, (the CD Fl Hightech in 1987) and in
the following year the fi6t separate two-box
transport/DA converrer combination, thouqh
we are not convinced ofthe veracity of either
ofthese claim' From this reviewer's memory
we thought both Phil ips and Meridian had
prior claims to top'loading players and one
ofthe early iterations of Cambridge Audio
was surelythe first with a two-box player?

But from the outset Micromeqa had a
real cachet for sound quality, but some of
its models were hit by reliability problerns
with the Philips'sourced mechanisms, which
was surely not l\,4icromega's fault, but
eventually led to the company's demise -
temporanly anyway.

And.noW after a qap ofseveElyears, the

company is back with a reorganised leadership

ard desrgr ream. a new ranqe or products ano

new UK distribution. The company, still based

in Paris, is now headed by one-time

motorcycle-racing champion Didier Harndi,
whose other interests include the company

that provides the very impressive lighting for

the EiffelTower. He has since reconstituted the

design team underthe company's original

founder, Daniel schar. Al l  this came to l ight on

a recentvisit to Paris, where the reconstituted
company was formally announced.

Here in the UK, distribution is now in the
hands ofAbsolute Sounds, the companythat
handles many ofthe most prestigious
audiophile conpanies including Krcll, darTzeel,
Wilson Audio, Koetsu, Sonus faber, Audio
Research and Magico.

Another surprise is, that at the tailend ofthe
most severe economic recession in recent
times, /\/licromega's focus has been on on the
affordable end ofthe flarket, the sectorthat
has suffered most during the recession. Most
ofthe new components, which lnclude
amplifiers, CD players and tune15, cost less
than 82,000, while the entry'level award-
w nflng CD player re5ted he'e costs-usr E/9!.

and filtering. a high'impedance, low'noise
power section is combined with tEcking
requlators, in a design with a rejection level

higherthan l00dB.The digital section of the

D,/A converter has a constant power sou rce

and a very low noise shunt regulator.
The disc drive in this player is a DVD-type,

chosen because this kind of mechanism, is
produced in very large ouanLitiec at low prices

and with extremely high levels of reliability, a
subject that lMicromeqa is unde6tandabJy
sensitive about.

The mechanisms are the latest-generation

Sony KHI\,43413 and Sanyo 5FH8450, with
error correction algorithms of Micromega's own

making, which are optimised for audio
appl,carons - in most (ases DVD mechanis"1s

KEY FEATURES S|ZE (WXHXD): 43X 7,5CM
o Weiqht 4.61q O Analogle Devices D,/A convertDr
ADl853 using inxemaldiqitalfilterand 8x
owlsarnpling o .Electrica I digilal ouhut (switrfia ble)
o CD Text

"...the G0mpany is backwith a reorganised
leadership and design team, a new range of
products and new Ul( disttibution."
A price which puts it in line with counterparts,
from the likes of Rotel and from the
mainstream end ofthe Marantz and Denon
range. This is virqin te rritory for Abso lute
Sounds, which makes the new distribution deal
all the more intriguing.

As forthe bits you don't see from the
outside, the CD-10 is built around an R-core
transformer, chosen for its narrow bandwidth,
which is said to be superior in currentlimited
situations to the more usualtorcidal solution,
because it provides higher levels of
interference rejection.
The linear powersupply is constructed in

severalstages to mitigate crosstalk between
digital and analogue circuits.The digital
section provides sufficient current to power the
CD drjve and the user interface - the display
and associated logic. The analogue seqtion is
optimised in a different way. After rectification

are optimised for CD'RO|\,4 - and without some
of the strategies that are noI appropr:aF when
reading single-speed CD-DA discs.

SOUND qUALITY
ll dion t tale long ro recogr;se thar lhe CD-]0
is a high'quality product and for the price,
represents exceptional value for money. lt just
doesn't have the less desirable qualities ofsome
othef similarly priced players. There is no hinl
forexample, ofthe mther heavy-handed feelwe
expected, while the level ofdetailthe player
lifts offthe disc easily surpassed expectations

In fairness, the baby Micromega doesn't
quite manage to tick all the boxes. lt is not a
rrue heavyweighl. lts oass is deep enough and
powerful enouqh for mostsituations, but it
doesn't have the devastating authority ofthe
very best butthen itdoesn't even come close
to costing whatyou'd expect to pay for tr
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< the very best e ther l t  is a f lne, detal ed,
and urLrsua ly I  vely player and i t  has the rare
abi ity to resolve nstr!menta ard vocal detal
that is slmply not fu ly audib e, using many
otherwise compalab e players.

l f  there is one word that sums this player !p
it wo! d be texture. The deta is there and th;
bass depth and weight is creditable, though no
more l- .rr ' l_ ( BJr lhe soJ'rd i 'd) dr J rsLal l)

tact l  e qlalty, t  rea ly does seem capable of
.F\o ving rhe te\tre of some o' r he rero d 1q5
on test. Examples be ng the qravel ly str ings
and woodwind in the Castrol GTX theme from

the second movement of Mahler 's 7th

Srmplory{l \y 'arsslan,or '  Oslo o\ i l fa mor L
on Slmax), and the exquisite opening A legro
from Brahms C ariret Q!intet (Fitzwil l lam

String Quartet and Les ey Schauberger
(clarinet) on the Llnn abel (the CD layer, not
the accompanying SACD one, of course).

The D/A (onvertor it the Analogte
Devices Delta Signa ADl853, whlch
Micromeqa rates as amongstthe best
in its class, aswell ar bei.g extremely
affordable, While the design of lhe
power supply stages - w:th its constant
cunent so[rce and shrnt regulato.s - i9

to rnaxinise inmunity ftom exlefial
disturbance, whilethe local decouplitg
provided by the lowjnductance, low-
sei$ rcsistance capacitols helps
guarantee better signal integtity.

The coivertor lr5e5 an 8x oversanpling
frlter, vrith better than llsdB out of
band reiection, whid should effectively
suppreis inages fiom the digitalfilter.
The D/A convertet . nalogue output is

extacted in diffeienti.l mode which
improver signal/noise by 6dB, and
comnon node reie.tion i5 vidually
eliminated when the two thases
aae addcd,The analogue stage u5e5
SMD (surface mount) devices, and a
thirdorder Bossel filter, with a .!t{ff
frequency ofT5kHz chosen to ensurc
close to constant phase operation within
the 20kHz nominal olefating bard.
A caDacitorless feed is inclirded to
elininate DC offsets, prcsu ablyaDC
5ervo, though Mifionega doesn't speciry.

lhere a F plerry of othe e^dmp es Ihat coLlo

be glven, but the basic aural feat!re of the
player ls that l t  has an !nus!al senslt  viry to
recorded textures and to the reproduction of
f ine detai l  genera ly, which he ps ensure a

more credible. co ourfr-r and a more l i fel ike,

express ve qla ty from the discs lt was fed.
The Brahms recordirq, ln part icular, has a
igf i1e,5 ol roL!h dlo ar ag lrry. a >en)e oI i 'P

you wil l  rarely hear in thls work which can

sometlme5 50und rather hea\y handed

Dedicat€d
windingsfor
thedisplry
board supply

Servo supply
and regulation

Micromega Cll.l0 Gll player Iteviewl

Anatogue supply
and regutation

I/v conversion and
analoguefittering
sedion

fhe playet is fabricated from well.
finirhed anodised atumini!n oanels
(fof 'elegant soberness' in Mic,onega
speak), with a ten-segnent blue dot"
matrix display. which shows allthe usual
basic infohation and €an be switched
to shov, a CD Text display, which t/till
scrollif nece55ary to display allthe
ava:table infornatio..

Although Micromega has concenttated
on a subset of interface featurss that
will serve general a pplicatione, includitlg
a well endowed (if rather plastir) generic

systern reftote cqntrol, the CD-l 0 is
bettei equipped than quite a number
of its Deers. AJ well as the irsual basias,
the player has a full roster of repeat
modes (track, whole disc and Ai), track
prograanning ||sing the remote control,
intro !ca. and randon p!ay. The display
can also be turned off. You can even a:ter
lhe speed of the loading drawer and the
digi:aloutput can be enabled orditabled
- leave itdisabled when not needed. One
slightly esoteri. option for you AMX and
Crestron users otrt therc is the abilityto
add an RS232 control interface to the
reaf patrel of the player.

- though in fairness, this is more than part y

a function of this part icular record ng.
The l\,4icromega is also nrore effectlve than

n'rost at 5uggesting the scale and sound of

the space ln which recordinqs are made,
wh ch ir  effect means t is better than most
with small  groups of instruments recorded

Disptay board

in l imited tpaces. The subt et les of such
recordlngs often escape esser CD ptayers

Although the CD l0 misses olt  on some
of the welght ard sonorlt ies of certain CD
p ayers, i t  is corresponding y more than
usLral ly capable at the opposite erd of
the spectrum. The f ine detai has already
been al luded to, but what has not been
emphasised suff iciert ly is the cD l0's very
f ire serse of control and inner colour,
wh ch put us ln nrind ofthe kind ofqual i ty
that sACD s often much more capable
of reproducing, than a conventiona
compact drsc.

A very good, expre5sive and subtle-
sounding player, the CD-10 easi ly l ives up to
aro arguab, e\aFeds p,oeclat ion'.  bd5ed o1
the reputation of earl ler models from this
fa rnous Parisian manufacturer. HFc

Alttn Cotd

I CON

sonority in the lowest octave,
Ptashry remote controt tooks
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